Nonpalpable ductal carcinoma in situ versus infiltrating carcinoma of the breast--can they be differentiated by mammography?
The radiologic patterns of 193 consecutive women with nonpalpable breast carcinoma were evaluated. The results were correlated with patient age and with the histopathologic diagnosis. Of the 193 women in the study, 135 (70%) were older than 50 years; 102 women had ductal carcinoma in situ, and 67 (62%) of them were over age 50; the remaining 91 women had infiltrating carcinoma, and 73 (80%) of these patients were older than 50 years. Of the 58% of women who presented with microcalcifications, 75% had ductal carcinoma in situ and 25% infiltrating carcinoma. Of the 36% of patients who presented with a mass, 87% had infiltrating carcinoma and 90% were over age 50. Six percent presented with a mass with microcalcifications; 75% of these masses were found to be infiltrating carcinoma. Most of the masses were infiltrating carcinoma, and of these 90% were high-density masses. The small number of masses representing ductal carcinoma in situ were proportionately of low density.